X INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

"STEPPES OF NORTHERN EURASIA"

(RGS INTERNATIONAL STEPPE FORUM)

The third information letter

Dear participants!

Due to the General Meetings of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Departments of Earth Sciences RAS on May 27-28, 2024, adjustments were made to the regulations of the X International Symposium "Steppes of Northern Eurasia" (RGS Steppe Forum).

Please take these changes into account when buying tickets and booking a hotel. 
Preliminary schedule of the symposium
5/27/2024 (Monday) – arrival of the participants.

05/28/2024 (Tuesday) – opening of the symposium, panel sessions (Orenburg, OSU).

05/29/2024 (Wednesday) – panel sessions and round tables (Orenburg, OSU).

05/30/2024 (Thursday) – plenary sessions (Orenburg, OSU).

05/31/2024 (Friday) – scientific excursion "Kargalinsky mines – an object of world historical and cultural heritage. Landscape and biological diversity of the Common Syrt" (Oktyabrsky district, the Orenburg region).

05/31/–06/02/2024 (Friday-Sunday) – scientific excursion "Nature, history, culture and economy of the steppe Trans-Urals" (Yasny, the Orenburg region).

06/01–06/02/2024 (Saturday-Sunday) – departure of participants.
All sessions of the Symposium on 05/28–05/30/2024 will be held in the Scientific Library of Orenburg State University (Pobedy Avenue, 13, Orenburg,).
Each participant is invited to choose one of two options for scientific excursions:
Option 1.
Scientific excursion "Kargalinskie mines – an object of world historical and cultural heritage. Landscape and biological diversity of the Common Syrt".
Organizer: Steppe Institute of the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
Date and time of the event:

05/31/2024 08:00-08:30 – collection at the Niva and Orenburg hotels, departure,

19:00-20:00 – return.

Route: Orenburg – v. Komissarovo – v. Kamenka – Orenburg. 
The total length of the route is about 250 km.

Main facilities: 1. Kargalinskie mines – ancient (late IV-III centuries BC, XIX century) developments of copper sandstones, mining landscape. 2. Landscapes of the Common Syrt with reference areas of grass-cereals steppes and ravine forests, the watershed of the Volga and the Ural Rivers. 3. Paleocryogenic landscapes of the steppe zone in the valley of the stream Shestimir, a soil-lithological section with manifestations of permafrost deformations in the thickness of gypsum clay. 

Option 2.

Scientific excursion "Nature, history, culture and economy of the steppe Trans-Urals".

Organizers: the Orenburg branch of the Russian Geographical Society and JSC "Orenburg Minerals".

Preliminary rules of procedure:

05/31/2024 07:00-07:30 – gathering at the Niva and Orenburg hotels, departure to Yasny (450 km from Orenburg), check-in at the Lenok sanatorium.

06/01/2024 – visiting scientific and excursion session of the X Symposium "Steppes of Northern Eurasia".

06/02/2024 08:00-14:00 – departure and return to Orenburg. A separate transfer to the airport or railway station in Orsk (165 km from Yasny) is possible, the approximate time of arrival in Orsk is 11:00.
Route: Orenburg – Yasny – Yasny urban district – Yasny – Orenburg.
The total length of the route: 900 km (transfer Orenburg – Yasny – Orenburg) + 200 km (total length of excursions in the Yasny urban district).

Main objects: reference areas of typical, rocky and halophytic steppes with the aspect of feather grass. Unique landscape, geomorphological, geological natural monuments of the valley and the basin of the Kumak River. The landscape spillway of the Kumak reservoir. The observation deck of the world's largest Kyembai chrysotile asbestos quarry. Archaeological sites of the Bronze and Early Iron Age. Colonies of steppe marmots.
Please inform the Organizing Committee about your decision on choosing to participate in one of the proposed tour options by 04/10/2024.
The final decision on the composition of participants and the cost of excursions will be made after processing applications. 

Hotel reservations, travel and accommodation payments are made by the participants. 
Recommended hotels 
"Niva". Address: Orenburg, Chicherina str., 24a; Phone: +7 (3532) 77-52-81; 77-94-76; Website: https://www.hotelniva.ru
"Orenburg". Address: Orenburg, Marshal G.K. Zhukov str., 30; Phone: +7 (3532) 31-06-12, Whatsapp/Viber: +7 9534579195; website: https://www.hotelorenburg.ru
"Hilton Garden Inn Orenburg 4*". Address: Orenburg, Marshal G.K. Zhukov Street, 26; Phone: +7(495)9671833, in Orenburg +7(3532)900300; website: hilton.ru/hotels/hilton-garden-inn-orenburg 
In preparation for the Symposium, the Organizing Committee continues updating information in the section "Researchers of Steppe Eurasia" posted on the website of the IS UB RAS: http://orensteppe.org/issledovateli.

The procedure for updating and requirements for the materials provided are contained in the second information letter.
ATTENTION: Please inform immediately the Organizing Committee about any changes in the format of your participation in the Symposium.
All participants coming to the Symposium must be registered.

It needs to make lists of all full-time participants (speakers and listeners). The participants missing in the lists will not be able to enter the building of the Scientific Library of Orenburg State University, where the meetings will be held.

Contact information of the Organizing Committee:

Postal address: 11 Pionerskaya str., Orenburg, 460000, Russia,

IS UB RAS

Tel/fax: +7(3532)774432; tel. +7(3532)776247

e-mail: steppeworld@gmail.com

The website of the Symposium: http://steppeforum.ru  
